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Serjeant at Arms 
Attending this Honourable Houle. 


JO J preſuming to juſtify any Thing that is faid againſt him 
El in Relation to the Liberty given to Perſons order'd into 
his Cuſtody, humbly repreſents, That at his coming into 
the Office, he inform'd himſelf what was the Practice in 
his Predeceſſors Time; and as he was inform'd, that they 
generally were permitted to go abroad privately, after 


the Serjeant had agreed for his Fees; and Mr. Burſiem, the laſt Priſoner 


Mr. Powell had, went and lay where he pleas'd the greateſt Part of the 

Time he was in Cuſtody, and was ſome Part of the I ime at Epſome. 
And he further begs Leave to take Notice, That for the ſeven Years 

he has been Serjeant, he has done the ſame as Mr. Powell did, and durin 


the three preceeding Parliaments the Priſoners have had general] 


a greater Liberty than any this Seſſions, and he believes, that 
Mr. Speaker Bromley, &c. wete acquainted with it, and that he never 
had the leaſt Check, or Word about it, till within theſe few Months. 

He has heard of Priſoners making their Eſcape out of Cuſtody ; but 
never heard that it had any other Conſequence to rhe Serjeant than the 
loſing of his Fees. | | | 

After he had been at the Expence of above a Thouſand Mile riding to 
take Mr. Waller, and ſeeing no Probability of ever taking him in the 
mountainous Part of Wales, he compounded with him for a very little 
more than his Expence, on Condition that he ſhould come to London, to 
be forthcoming when requir'd, which he agreed to, but that he ſhould . 
not be put under the Care of any Meſſenger; and he and every Priſoner 
now in his Cuſtody, are ready to be brought to this Bar when requir'd, 
except Parker, 

As to Robert Parker, he has ſpar'd for neither Trouble nor Expence, 
having been more Money out of Pocket in looking after him than he is 
worth. : | 

As to thoſe of my Officers that were examin'd againſt me, I can aver 
that I never knew them tell me one Word of Truth in relation to my 
Office ſince I came into it; and J believe, if what they have ſaid be com - 
par'd, they manifeſtly contradict one another. 

He humbly makes uſe of this Occaſion, to repreſent to this Honourable 
Houſe, that his Place, in which his Predeceſſors got conſiderable Eſtates, 
is now reduc'd, by the Septennial and other AQts of Parliament, to a 
poor Subſiſtance; but hopes as they were for the Publick Good, the Pub- 
lick will favour him with ſome Recompence. e 

And with all Obedience and Submiſſion he expreſſes his utmoſt Con- 
cern for having incurr'd the Diſpleaſure of ſo many Honourable Geatle- 
men, and hopes that they will look upon it as a Conſequence of his nor 


* 


being inform'd of the Duty of his Office; and that he will, while 


he continues in the Ser vice of this Honourable Houſe, endeavour to take 


ſuch Care, as this Honaurable Houſe ſhall never have any Complaint 
againſt him of this Kind for the Future. 


Serjeant at Arms 


Attending this Hon. Houſe. 


